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FURS.

Where They Come From and
How They Are Obtained.

The Rifle, Trap and Canoe of

the North.

LIGITS AND SHAD

Fonrr Ganey, Manitoba, Dee. 1, 1870,

The general stagnailon of afiirs here afords
an opportunity to give the HERALD'S resders
pomeé account of the grest fur trade of Britksh
Americs, 118 extent, organization, narvdships and
romance. Thers s no fleld more nviting to writers
of adventure than the Northwest, and the exclling
narratives of bold hunters woo have pepotrated the
Jungles of Asia and Afrpca are tame compiared wilh
the recorits of the trapper's e In the Arelle reglons,
where suffering and deati must be continuelly con-
frouteld in the rigors of cllmate, scarcity of food,
ferootty of Dall starved animals, and the cupldity

0WS OF TRAPPER LIFE.

ana treachory of savaged. 1t mnst not be in-
ferred, Rhowever, that the [fur-seeker's occu-
pation 15 wholly eevere and  gloomy. No
pleture  presents  more  striking  contraste  of

gunshine and shadow than the eareer of the trapper,
whose long winters are enlivened with thriling
guort In swite dog trains and on snow shoes, the
chase of the elk ond moose, and good cheer around
the hinzing bearths of the trading posts, and whose
gnmmoers, brief ws they may be, nre fnll of the beguty
of porthern scenery, with Its irch and ash aod dr
tree {ollure and masieal with the seng of paddlers
In the lght capoe, The fars oo
robes of fashlion are carefully assorted and matched
ont of lnmense nnmbers of gkms collected from all
guarte s, and the fair wearer of & costly set, conld

whe aneavel 18 history, would be thrilled by storles |

of romance such @8 no  printed
Eive. Lt iIn fency unweave the story
of her sllky marten set, for instance. There will be
SIX OF #even sxins in it One has baeked in the gun
among the rdges of the Rocky Mountains, been
trupped on some birch-fringed torrent by Indians,
hutig upon the wigwam of some savage eamp, been
carried by poules through u sea of prairvie blossoms,
whisked In 8 canoe down through e Towm and
eddies of some rushing river, und fnally been pur-
chased by an adventurous trader for ammaontion or
& plunket.  Another hus sported on the shores of
the Yokon river, in Alasks,
journey past, been caught by o sirange snd warllke
tribe, cowme in dog tralns across the frozen wilder.
ness to Mackenzie's river, and there lolning s Kin-
dred from the distant Arcilo sea, comé by Great
Blave, Athahasks and Winnipeg lakes to suwmmer
and civilization, They come from districts separ-
ated by thousands of mies and digtinguzhed by
widely ditferent characteristios of country and tribe
to make up o single set, and snow drifts and bios-
Boms, pertls and pleasure, hardgilp, starvation,
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plenty, walliong and seng arz woven togetier o sl |

heir vacied pistory.
TWD AUSDRED TEARS

have elapsed sinee the vast fur producing reglons of
America were  Jormally opened to the world,
Northern Europe and Asle wore then the only
pources uof fur, and among the first discoverles into
the boundless wealth of this Continent was the wide
feld of ur watle now conducted upon so stupendous
a scale.
oblaitred from  King Charles IL & royal charter
granting to “the Governor and Company of Adven-

turers  of Engiana trading to Huodson Bay"
exclustve Jurlsdiction over all territory
adjouning  Hudson Bay  “aot  already  astu-
ally possesacd by ar granied to nny

of our subjects, or possessed by the subjects of any |

other Clirbitlan prince or Siate.'” At this tme nearly
all of America was unexplored, and the khowledge
of the fur regions was confined to a small areq in
awd north of Capsda. Previons to 1670 mdivideal
fur traders hid been penetrating toe wililerness,
but pothing had been done within Hudson Bay e
the way of taking any asctus! possession of the tsvel,
tory granied. ‘The bay had bhoon digeavercd, several
shipe from time to thoe bad ealered i, and pro-
bably some Interchange of corgmodities with the
Indians had taken place while the vessels re-
malned within the straies; bul nothing  what-
ever was koown of the Interior. Cnaries the
Secona chdmed—for it was no more than
& clnlm—all the ternitory which the dizcovery of the
gLralts and bay could confer on the Hritish crown.
The Freach crown in Uke manner had claimed by

reascn of their sctual sertlement of Canads ana of |

their progressive discoveries and trade, not ouly all
the Wostern rerritory, but even the bay of the North
and thence to the Pole; but netther French nor BEng-
jish nad m 1670 penctrated witiun many huudred
miles of the Rod river, It wonid be too tedions to
enter into even I
long and bloody conrests which took piace be.
tween the Engiigh guad Frepch traders for so-
premacy in the far regons, nor 14 It neces-
sAry lo give here o history of the protracted
diplomatic correspondence, the numerous trewties
ond learned opinions which transpired betwean
France and England on the subject of Loundary
lpes in Americs, whose flnal indednite settlement
nas led to o muenh discussion of late regarding the
valilty of the Hudson Bay Company’s title recently
sold to the Domlnton of Canada,  Such events are
referred to only 1n (linstration of the peculiar cir-
cumsiances surretnding the establishment of the
Tur trade In America, and, in parsmoe the sabjeet,
attention will be conflued to the actual trafle tsell
THE HUDION BAY COMVPANY
at first lmited scitlementa to tae shorea of James'
Bay snd the Chorebill and Hayes rivers, Herley
House, about 150 miles up the Ashbury river, was
not erected unill 1549, and some thne aterwards
the company erected Fort Nelson, some 230 miles
from the mouth of Churelill river, aud also the fort
at Spilt lake, 140 miles fromn Nelson river, For mors
than a contury after the diute of the charter these
forts, with & few on o¢ nesr the shores of Hudson
Bay, were fue only posts of the Hndsou Bay Com-
pany, and in 1699, all of them, excepting
Fort Albany. had been taken by the French.
Toe trealy of Uwreent restored  “the whole
Bay and Straits of Hudsou to the company,
and ever ginee tnnt perlod it has exercised jurisdie-

ton, Nrat over all the terriiory deained by tie waters |

emptying into Hudson’s Bay, and Iater, na explora-
tons progressed, over all the Bricsh posses<ions
north and west of the Canada boundavy e, ani
flnnlly extending s far trade Into Canada, the
United States, Alasks and the sandwich Islanda,
Befors procesdiog with s deseription of the or-

ganization and operaflons of the Hudeon Bay
CQumpany let a8 glance ut two  other
companies, which condacted the fur tradic
to & considerable extent in the Northwe and
waich finally became absorbad by the Huo n Hay

Company. In 1567 the Northwest Company
formed a! Monteeal, ang esiabilzlied an hmmense
trade in the Dritish possessions, operaiing prinet-
pally in what 18 tecmed the Northwest
Another enterprise of peonllar interest 1o Americans
was ytarted In 1300, by Mr. Willinm B, Astor, of Xew
York, and was galled the American For Company.
Bot ta coreor was very bnof, and wias
ouly by the atér of
THE ASTOR EXTEDI
Washington Irviog, in hls T
and Alexauder Ross, o s egually
rative of “Adventures on the Colunbia River,™ give
thrilling histortes of that undertuking which read
nke the pages of Tomance. Soon alter Mr. Ast0rs
arvival In New York from Germauy, lils native land,
he comumenced, 1 1784, his commorcisl eareer in the
framo of furs, In this business boe mode [rego
visits 10 Canada, purchasing furs o that councry
and shippiog them thence Lo Lo Logdon mar
it {5 #upposed that at (s period Loy buoy
aspring uuna L T progeat of gr
10 b 0w hinnds ab some fulure day the wi

AHE

rox.

Hng

i [ Aorth Ameriea, The valuabile fur

weattered i former dags over the exinng

Jakes wod rivers of the Canadas, lige the rich mioos
of Potosi nad Mexico, luvited msuy eOturess,
The French, previous to tbe establishment of the

Hudson Bay Company, hud carcied onan irregnlar
but Jucrative trailic- in Cadadian fard, and the
Northwest Company was under tull bead vay 1o the
distane Nocth and West. Next on the Weatre of
Bouon bod appeared the Mackiva Company, wihich

ing the rich

watched the Russian

In 16708 pumber of Engli=h capitalists

an ubbrevigted account of e |

Tarritory. |

swept the warm regiona of the Bonth as the two
others did the wintry North; out Mr. Astor fnding
the operutions of the latler company somewlhal in
i way he bonght itont, and in 1511 added 118 terris
toria! resources to those of the Amerlcan ar Com-
pany, and styled the new body corporate the South-
wesl Compnny,

r. Astor now saw himself at the head of a!l the
fur trade of the Houth, and his Intention wis to
pepeirate through the barriers of the Narthern com.

any, 60 88 eventually to come into possession of all
o fur trade east of the Roeky Mountains. With
this plan befe:é him he turned nis views o the tradoe
on the goust of the Pacifle, In this quarter the us-

e —

. #lans  alone had  regular t'rmlln‘ﬁ posts, and
| their eapital was hmiled and elr  hunting
Igrouu(!n were confined to  the Aen  Coul

wnd the telands adjacent to thelr establi=hmenta,
| Amorican coasting vessels also visited that quartor,
| and conveyed furs to Coung, whien, with the reiurn
| s, yielded un avernge clear gain of one thon.
aand per eent annually.  The comprehensive (ntel-
lect of Mr. Astor percelved that if such Hmited snd
desnltory traMe produced such fits, u well regu-
| lated trade, supported by capiial, might yield fuvu.
lous wealth, and he at obee commenced openng
a new branch of the fur trade on the Pacifle, under
the appeliation of the “Pacifle Far Company,” the
grand eentral depot of wilch was toliva at the
mouth of the Columbla river, By this means he
coitenpleted enrrying off the turs of all the conntries
wet of the Rog ouniaing; and ar toe ssme
Ume lorming & chaln ot lnﬁlnf posta across the
Continent, (rom the Atlantie to the Paclfle, along
the Missourt, This grund commerclal scheme guve
mtich satisiaction to the Ameriean llpecui:vlo. who saw
thit wil the rien eargocs of inrs and peltries thus to
be collected unnually over the vast expanse were o
be shupped in American to Ching, then to be
exchunged for weas, silks und other goods, and the
ATLOP,TISe became & subject of natlonal interest and
wympathy, In 1810 the Paclfle Fur Com-
pany was formally  established with & eapl-
tal furnished alone by Mr. Astor of $200,000,
divided  ingo 100 shares of Jzimu each,
and wilh power to lncresse the eaplt 0 $500,000,
Nearly all of the gentlemen ussoclated witn ar,
.g or (o this company bad Leéen conueoted with the

enco In the far busineas, The only noteworthy ex-
ception wus that of Mr. Wilson Price Hunt, of New
Jersey, whose career had been eutirely comimercinl
in character, and who was made Mr, Astor's ropres
fentitdve andt chief manager in the buslness, The
ascociution was formed for n period of twenty
{ﬂ.nrs, with the proviso that 1t was o be
dissolved If u  proved unprofitable after a
il of  fdve during
penses and losses, the
oLher partners ilvmg oply their thne and labor.
the shares Mr, As{or heid fitty, Mr, Hunt five, and
the other pariuers who were wo carry on the trade
with We ludians il (oue Shaves each; leaving quite
a number to be subdivided among clerks and other
| employés, wio might Join tho company a8 advene
| turers to take their remuneration ont of the gains at
| the expiration of the five years. This plan prevenien
| any wajority of votes being arrayed aguinst Mr.
| Astor, 4s he might appolnt proxies to represent him
1o suMelent nuinber 1o exeeed the TR’ yoles,

The expedition was planned to proceed 1o two
divisions, one across the continent and the other by

vensel around Cipe Horn.  The former pnré{. under |
the gharge of Mr. Hunt, left Montreal In July, 1sl0,
| und proceeding in canoes Ly the way of the great

lukes to the western exsremity of Lake Superlor,

thenne down the Wisconsin and Mississippl rivers
| to St Louls, thence up the Missourl to the Rocky

Mountains, across these and down the Columbia
river to the new formed Astoria at ita month, which
they reaehed 1o Junusry, 1812, The part i
enced terrible hardships on the trip, one of its num-
ber becowing derunged and drowning himsell fromy
hunger. and several others Famm by the way.
The ship party lefi Montreal for New York aboul the
tine of the departure of the land expedition, and
cunsisted of Uve partners, five clerks, five mechanies
and fourteen canoe men. Of this number elght of
the most expert voyngeura proceedea in & bark
canoe through the Siales. ‘The appearance of this
unusnal crait in Exslern American waters, with the
chuutings of its crew, thelr feathered caps and pic-
turesque dress, attracted great attentlon as the
canoe  sped down  the  rivers, and pro-
duced a grand sensalion on it arrlval at the
wharves of New York. A challenge was gilven by
the voyagenrs to the New York boatmel to race with
tiem, but was not accepted, wod in September the
Ll-iated Tonguin, of 560 tobs, and carrying twelve
guus, set gafl for the mouth of the Columbla river,
| With twenly-two persons Lelonging to the ship and

| thirty-thres ofeers, and employ's of the new |

" Paclie Far Company. The United States frigate
! Constitutlon convoyed the Tonguin clear of the
coast, leaving her ut sea, and after touching at Capo
Vera Issands, Falklang lslands, and Sandwich
| Istaunds, the ship reached her desinadon in Morch,
1811, making a crulse of 21,852 miles in about =ix
months, Immeilitely upon the arnavil of the Tou-
qoin at the mouath of the Columbla & portion of the
expedition was landed, the site of Astona selected,
and o lurge bulldy erecied, and 1 June the ship
srarted ouron o criaise np the coast, with the jateo-
tion of returning and landing the cargo,

She pever returned.  Several months passed aftor
tho perlind set for her to come back and discnargs
her cargo, and st last an Indian brought in word
thut twenty-fonr days after the Tomgquin lefe
Astorin elie was destroyed with all on bourd. The
Indians had erowded upon her decks in great nom-
bers, and, after stealing a consideral amount, at-
tacked the ofieors wad crew, one of whom appled s
tocah to toe magaciue and nlew up every aoul on
board, The conciwding portion of the Indian’s nar-
rative 18 graphio andd inveresting, ‘Toe Indiang had
oed tradmg on board with one of the oml-
8 compuny named Molay, aod the nayra-

|k s
T trade went on briskly and at the eaptalo's own prices.
The indlans theew the gooas received 1oto the canoss, which
Were alorigalde with the sgusws fn them, bt ia 8o doing the
x sod b0 concenl thelr knives about thelr persons, wiiol
utustanee wad woliced by one of the men aloft then by
geeil, nnd  we warded the captain of I, but he
treated the suggradoos with a smile of eontempt and no
| more wae kabd sbout it In e moment oF Lwo afterwards the
| eaptain beguu o suspect aometbing Wimseil, and was lo the
| aut of enlling Mr. Hn&u’ Lo bim, wonen 'n ons instont the In-
| diann rulead the yell of death, tie women o the canoes
i pushed o woil the mussacre commenoed, The savages
rushed oo the defepceless whites, who ware dispersad all
owar the slilp, and In five miouies the vesszl was their owo,
Mekny was toe lirst man who feil, He shiot one ludtan, but
wan iostantiy killed wnd thrown overboard, and so sudden
¢ was the gurprise that the capiain Lad searcely tmn Lo draw
trom his povet & claspinife, with which he klllad two and
wounnded severnl, when he fell dead in the crowd. The last
man 1 suw alive was Stephen Weeks, the armores. In tue
midst af the carnnze | jeaped overboard, as Jdio several other
Indiung, snd we wers lalien up by tho woinan in the
cauoes, who were nlllnt. whooping end ecrving like
0 many (lends about the ship. Heiore [ bad got twe pun
shots from the ship she blew up in the alr with a fearul ax.
plonlon, nlllnz the whole pluce with hrocen (rogmeats and
mutfinted b . Weeks must have beeo the mss who blow
up the ship, and by that act 170 Indians perislied, Tie disas-
ter spread deselation, lamentation and terror through the
whoin tribe. Scarcely anything belonging to the ship was
| maved, and &0 tercifying was the scens that when two ships

go tenr them. 1 Lnew that the Tanquin helonged Lo the
| walites at the Colnmiia, | was eighteen daya on board of her,

and had sarced loog ago with thoe oows, but faliog slek §
wii prevonted {fom rcaching heve suoner.,

21X men wno hrd been sent on shore by the eap-
tain were selzed by the surviving lodians aiter the
explosipn wind were tortured to dedth an the most
fendish munner, Thns clozed the history of the
Tonguin, lewving the lle actilement at Astoria in o

i condition.  Finally the cotpany's ship
will and the company
penetrated the luterior some distance; bul after en-
countering tertible hardships aad hostile Indlans,
and wasting away to s small nogber of men, the
whole concern wus =old to the Noriowest Compuny
(1 1813 for 20,000, This left the entire fur Lusiness
in e pands of the two great rivals—tne Hudson
Bay Company, which occupled il the country adja-
ceut to Hudson Hay, snd the Norinwest Company,
operating in_ wull the territory west of Canada and
northwest of Lake Superior. The traders and em.
plogés of the two Compililes were constantly en-
waged in hostilities, which caured the loss of a great
miny bves and the destruction of congiderable pro-
pergy, until %21, when the Hudson Bay Company
boucht out its eompetilor and assumed control of
the whole of British Awerica,

During ail tils perfod every attempt to settle the
agricnltnral distriets of the Norihwest Territory was
opposed and defeated by the fur companies, who
feared 1njury to their trade by the lntroduction of
civihzation ioto their coontry, The iittle colony

founded bLy Lord Selkirk at this place in
1812 was mule the object of  persistent op-
pression and attack, which three tunes ef-

eeted the destraction  of the settlement and,
alter kilng many of the colonists, drove the re-
muinder in exiie to the inhospitable asylum of Nor-
way Hotiee, where they were compelled In self-pre-
gervation to engage in the for trade. Finally Lornd
Selkirk arvived with aboat 100 disbanded soldiers as
colonists, re-established the setilement, and lad (he
foundation of the present Aourishing poputaton of
Kl river,
COMPANY ORGANIZATION.

From the consolidation of the Northwest and Hud-
son Bay Cowmpanies, In 1821, uniil 1853, the lxtier
organzition held exclasive ligense over all of Bri-
nsh America and carried on the most extensive fur
Peirdes OF Wiy company inothe world, 1o balit two
brge spoue torts, wiih massive bastions and uumer-
ous pleses of artilery, on Red river, and esunblished
posts not only in all parts of this connotry, from
Cingdn fo the Arotle Seqa, amld frim the Atlantic To
e Pacitle 50 o the Sandwich lslands, The
Vo stockbolders, most of whom were men of distin-
| Ewisiod canlk and political influence 1n Bngland, re-
sided e ihae connoey, Pae Governov of the com-
Py, sl George simpson, Bad s pewdanariers ak
Lachine, nine iled from Montreal, snd exercieed

furtaliction  over  wll the several o distelets, | owile formed a portion of the party to whieh \he
L ewctt of  wbich  had  1ts obiter Tactor.  who | writer belonged on his trip acrosy the Pladns (roin
wilipdnbatered the Wl of e dlatrelen, | S Panl to Fort Garry, and gave most mreresting
severtl  ¢hlef  traders and  pumerons  clerks | acoounts of Arvctie lfe.  He bas been slxicen
| ound othes employi4,  The Gactars and traderg shared | years o roshdent  of  these  remgle SEialis,
B the protits of the company, and onee o véar met | and  bas  Jost returoed  to  his  post  from
o councll ot Norway Honse, on Lake Winnipeg, o | England, where e wenl two years ago to |
so0stiE upun the afats of the company. The t Jeive hls ehlldien ot school.  After lecturlug on
L s, most of whom were vonng Scotchmen, re. Hritiah Amesden and s mlastons befors rmmense

cilvind salaries averaging nbout one hvidred and
twenty-ive dollurs saopusily, and generally griaduo-
ated 1to traders or aotors.  Sle Geoy
Wils B

by Governor Maciavish, wiho as figured a0 promi-
Hensly in the lite dimlenlties i ehls YereMory.  Ships
| helonging to the compnny made Voyuges betwoen
Londion and York tnetory, ob Hadson Bay; Viaa-

Ier, on the 1ae anid the saudwich 1sinnds,
bringing out provistons and good trade and onr-
rying Lo England cargocs of lurs 1
traspurted by dog traing, boRls &n
most  reote  disiricts of  the regluns,
pome of whose posts were s remote  thab
It took seven years for the profgs o he reallzed on
the gooda shilopeo from Logaon to thedss respective
points,  Unti Jate years the goverameut of the com
pany had had Jitde to superintend outside of ite
comimercial afdars, but as the Bad River setiement
increascd new exigencles arose, and . new reghae
was ineugurated, which, althongh u many respects
wise and pollte, Wa% pevepopular with the Capa-

tte the

pwest Company and weré men of great oxperls |

which  trial |
or

prased there sowe thae afterwards noae of the Indisos would |

Shopson |
ed by Governor Dallas, wio established !
nis hondguariers at Fort Garry, and was succesied |

Mian, or old Norih element on Red tiver. A

Inrge portion of the t of the settlement remmunen

in the hands of the free traders, or parties discon-
. nected the company, And when the Hudson
| Bay Com sought to dlscharge the trust of civil
government It proved extromely diffienlt to reoon-
olie the fanetion of legisiator and maglsirate with
thist of the ehiel trader of the commnuily,

‘The form of governmont thus ¢stablisied wags very
slmple. ‘The settlemoents vpon thg Hed plver, from
the internationnl boundary at Pemtina to the mouth
ol the river to Laks Winnlpeg, ana npon the Assinl-
boine for a distance ol sixry miles west of 1ts juncs
tlon with the Hed river st Fori Garry, scquired a
clvil organization under appointment of the Hud
son_ Buy Company, wiich was oficlally designated
as the “Colony of Asslntboin.” In the counci thos
organized, consisting of the chlef factor of Fort
Carry, who wis scting Guvernor, the Fnglish and
Caihivlic bisheps and nine prominent inhabitants,
all  leglglatlve power Was vested, and fye of
the couneiliors were constituted magistrates, hollin
Wwonthiy courts in a8 muny districts—the Councl
sitting um&luu.nllf s 4 eourt of appeal wad Tor the
trial of persond charged with felony, At diftecent
periods tnis_eriminal Jurisaiction was shared by &
recorder. The revenue of the colony was received
Irom an lwpost or four per vent, levied apartally
| on all goold, whether bronght from Englend, Oa-

nado or the United Htates, and with no d lssrimina-

ton In favor of the Hudson Bay Oumpahy. The
company also, within the lmnita of Assiabola at

Jeast, Was always ready to sell land at seven shllings

sterling per acre, with liberal periods of ersdit and

low rates of wterest, Practeslly a large portlon of
the people held whatever land they chose o occapy,
by sutferunce of the company, and the apprahension
of the disturbance of thade ry rights under

(;u.?bnd.uu puthority had much to do with the recens

outbreak,

THE TRANEFER,

In 1857 a parllamentary commission, after an ex- | Country, an 18

| hanstive lnqulry, reporied that the districts on the
Red river and the Saskutohewnn were siliaule for
agricultural settiement, and expressed a trust that
thers would be no a:ruc:m‘y in effecting arronge-
| ments between her Mujesty's government and the
Hudson's Bay Compuny, by which those aistricts
might be ceded to Capada. Tiug report was the
| gturiing point of Canadian agitation for tho eession
. of what has been called the “Fertile Bell” between
Tutluides 49 deg, uno 00 deg., aud embracing the ted
| river and Saskatchewnn vu‘lc}u east of the Rocky
| Mountaing, aud the area on the western siope since
| organlzed a8 Briish Columble.  The Canadlan gov-
cruuent degputehed a party of exploration, under
the divection of 8. M. Duweon Esq., civil englueer,
and  Professor J. Y. Hinds, who devited the
yeara 1855-9  to o thorough survey of
Toute from Thunder Bay, on Lake Superior,
to  Fort Garry, apd of the Red river and
| Assipiboine disiriels, adjacent w Minnesota and
| Dagotah, Simulienecusly  the  Englisn -~ colonlal
| ollee despatched Cuptain John Palllsser upon un
| exploration of practicable. routes belweed Cannda
| mnd the Hed River seitlement, but chiefly of the
| true nature of the great prairle region wuatered by
| the Saskatchewan und its witluents, and of the com-
munications westward ihrough passes of the Rooky
Mouniains wi'h the British seaboard of the North
Pacitie, The geneisl results ol tnese explorations
wors unfavoriable o the construction ol 4 radlrond
! or vther communlcation on Hritish territory he-
| tween Conads and the Winnipeg basing, hut midl-
| present the most direct and practicable route from
Cananda, a8 well as from the Umited Siates, Lo North-
| west Britsh America, It was ascertalned that
| nurihiwest of Minnesota the country reaciing from
| the Seikirk settlement to the Rocky Mouu-
| tming, aud from latiinde 49 to 63 on th
| longlinde of npety-four degrees, and to la
Nliy-tive degrees ou the Paclc coast, s as [avorable

the
ttude

.l 1o pratn and animal production as any of the North- |

| ern Stated: that the mean temperature for spring,
| suminer and autumn observed on the forty-second
| and lorty-thaed parallels in New York, Mioliigan and
| Wisconsin has been aceurately traced through Fort
! suelling and the valiey of the Baskatchewan to latl-
| tude flity-tive degrees on the Pacllle const; and that
from the northwest boandary of Minnesota this
whole distriet of Britlsh America Is thrended In all
directions by the navigable water lines which con-
verge to Lake Winnipeg., It was establisned thas
the sources of the BSuskalchewan have an average
elevation above the soa far less than in American
territory; that the Rocky Mountaing are diminlshad
in wideh, wiile tne passes are not difticuit; thal the
Supoly of rain 18 more abundant, and the earbonifes
rous and slinrian formations of greater extent tun
farther south; and owing to the greater inAusnce of
the i'acific winds through the mountain gorges and
| the reaueed altisude, (nat the climate 1s no material
obstucle to clvillzed occupation,

The HErRALD'S readers gre already perfectly fa-
nuitar with all the incldents of the late diticulty
respecting the traosfer of the Northwest Terrl-
| tory o GRnada; but it may not be gencrally under-
| stood that while she Hudson Buy any has
| sold to Canada, for £300,000 sterilug, all 1w title to
| Lupert's Laud, it retams the right to caicy on lts
- teaae without hindrance 1o its corporade capacity,
and nay, witiin twelve months of the surrand-r,
select blocks of land, to tue aggreuate amount of
40,000 Acres: and may, within A1ty years after the
euprender, claim, in any towbsnip or district
within the fertile belt in which lan.i is set cut for
settleiaent, granis of land not excecdiig one twen-
tieth pact of all the iand so set ouf, ‘Tils leaves the
Hudson Bay {}umrauw untrammeliad in all 1ts legitl-
umate Inr eperations, which wil' Yo carried ou as
before for a long thne to come; | ab a8 independent
fur traders are rapldly incrensiag througliout the

\
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| Torritory e company’'s  proflis are  being
diliinished e\'i‘.rf year, and  wil eventually
become so reduced L6 1o break up the gigautic cor-

poratlon, ‘The retention of so much luad by the
[ ny isin S of the Inevitable ters
MIDATIoN Of the comgmoy’s tra e, loug sinee fore-
pefn by (L3 managoers, awd the period 8 0ot Iar dis-
tant when an enurely vew wlil:g' will e adopred
toward the Indisus throughout the entire North-
west Territory. When the coapany ceases to sup-
port and conwol the tribes by it trade, sod huo-
| vireds of unscrupulous, lwdependent adventurers
take the place of the present abiunjoabld system of
' this great corporailon hudlan trcubles wte certain
| to arise, in Brinsh Possessions as well 88 in the
| United States, and show how impoessitile i ig for the
wliie and Indian races to hive péaccably together,
THE PURL REGION
12 now limited In productivencss to the extreme
| nortn, the ocoupation of the agricaliural dis-
ek by seltiers  and  the  Indisiriminate
sinughter of animals by adventurers having
Tendered all visluable furs  exceedingiy
| searce south of the ditieth paralisl Mink
and ihe ¢hieaper sking are sl collected in great
nombers within the limits of the United States, bat
{or beaver, otter, marten, flsher, woose¢ snil musk
ox gkins the traoory and hooter 13 now compelled 1o
penetraie the Arctie reglons, whers summer lgsts hut
| @ rew weeks and the fur trappers encounter all the
i terrible hardsnlps of Lhe feygld zone,  Phe fur erade
| of the Bamdwich slands and Paetfie conse, altiiongh

s

| conducied by the Hwlson Bay Company, is now

separate g distinet from that east of the HD:'H
| Mouutains, having its own governor and set of offi-
| chads, and rarely commuoieating with the eastem
I division. York Factory, on Hud=on Bay, ana Fort
Garry, on Hed river, are the chier deputs ol the
company ease of the mountaing, Goods and pro-
viglons eome ont from England in #hips to York Fuao-
tory and Mountreal, those by the latter ronte Leing
shipped by ruil to St. Paual, Mion., and theacs by
curts and the Red river steamers 10 Forg
Garry. Here o large sappiy 18 aiways kept on hand
in the company's atores for trade with the butralo
huntera and trappera of the Red iver and Missourl
districts, and expedit:ons are fitted oul every spring
for the Baskatehewan, Mackenzie's river and the
trauding vosts beyond. At Norway Houze, the
northern extremity of Lake Winmpeg, the York
Factory expoditions moet and unile with those
from Fort Garry, but the boats and U tirn back
to thelr respective stardng places, while the goods
piaced in the hands of a new party via Athabasca
and Groat Slave Lake to Mackenzle river. Here
another hrigade takes the goods, and they zo, divid-
ing off 1o numercus smaller expeditions as they ad.
vance, penetrating every large stream, and finally
reaclilng the extensive northern posts of tue com-
puny on the Arctic Bea and In Alaska, 3,500 miles
north of Forl Garry. Twenty-five hundred miles north
of Fort Garry summer Lrings out vich grass, bar-
1oy 1= rad=ed occaslonally, and aome of the posta cul-
tivate o few vegetaoles. Pine and fir timber lines
the banks of the rivers, afording plenty of woud for
boildings and fuel, and game and fish supply aoun-
dant food. ‘these two articles constitnio almost the
entire diet of the people there, it belng lmpossible
to introduce doar, except as & luxury for Hiness and
the Christmas feast, and many & trader lives 4 year
upon meat and fsh alone.

THE TRADING POATE

nerally consist of three or four large, snhstantial
gﬁ hulldings, one of which 1s nsed as p residence,
another as a 4tore, another as a storenonse, and an-
other for the accommodation of the Indians who
come In to trade. In the far north uearly
all of the Indians nre collécted in the vicinity of
these Wosts, leaving vast  tracks of  country
untrodden by man excent when the hunung parties
are out, Each post has a few ludians employed to
huut gome for the teole, and in the beginning of
winter catehes tmraense quantiues of white flsn in
naks, whieh are piled ap, trozen, 1ike cordwaond, and
aftord tood for tie long Drosen scason.  Midsion-
aried wre also srattoned ai many of the posts, aud
at Fort Stmpson, 2,200 milea north of Fort Garry,
the Hev, Mr. Rirkiey, assisted by bis estiinable wire,
has erccted an elegant chnrely, with stomed glass
windows, fiet-toned betl and handzoue Inwrlon, ut
winch s laree congreguiion of traders amnd ludigns
This gentieman snd his

| asgembie every Suodiy.

atllences in wll the grear holls of England he ye.
| wnrns with ms wile 1o thelr Aretie tome ar Fort
=iapaot, on Mackenzle viver, to spend nlue years
iere e msson works It secinod aLnost ineredibie
that thls wenilema, of fiorough edncation, polished
| oaddress and rare oretorical powers, who might
command s high position ln the Charch at boue,
| Bhondd thas exito ime=ell from Kidred, chidren
and ainostevery comfort, wad spend twenty-five
Fears of s lle mn the midst ol hardshlp and de-
privation. Two and sometlmes loldr years are re-
quired for letrers (o go (rom bl o England  and
relucn. Only onee a year does ha hear anytiing
(rom the oitside world. ey Yome b goes out on
@ irip to other posts, teaveliing 1o do
traln: and on Anowshoes, swd, with the om-
cera of the fur compainy, experiencing all the
dungers aod sudering so thritngly deseribed in the
nurTitives of the most adventurons Arctic cXplorers,
To the Individnal whose Knowledge of the far North
18 derived exclusively (rom the reporta of explorerss,
it appears marvellons that men should regard e
1o the Arclic regions with such sotisfaction we ao

| cuted thust the great plaing of Northern Minnesola |

| the settlealents, and to the employés of the com-

A

| 800

| uatil the bonvgents ¢alls them away tothe canoe aud

the distant traders of the far company., 1 meet
here at Fort Garry every day gentlémen of educn- |
tion and enlture who hive spent years 1o trading in
the extreme North, and who ialk of thelr extraordi-
nary experience with as litle consclousness of lav-
ing sccompiisned anything peenllar a8 the eanal
poatman tels of his weekly trips, Several here
buve beeu to the furthesi northern border of the
cootinens, and think no more of o trip of two or
three thousand miles with o dog teain and #EDOW-
shoes than the Fastern man does of visiting Clicago
by rall. A trip alone on foot 10 winter of 600 miles
16 0l comuUnoOn oecurrence,
FUR TRAPFIC,

The goods taken into the fur region by the Hudson
Bay Company consit of & superior olass of blankets,
muade expressly for them, substantia! woollen and |
cluth goods, prints, ribbons, cutlery, flour, sugar, |
tea, rum, tobaeeo, ﬁum‘, ammunltion, 'raps, bends,
trinkels, &e.  All these articies are sold ot the seve- |
ral tradi ug posts ag very small rates compared with
prices (n the Gnited States, many of them actuslly
welling at retall far north of Fort Garry for less than
the sine goods can be bought in New York, The |
Mudson Bay Company’s blankets are unequatled in
warmily, dorabiilty and Dghtoess, and thewr tea, to-
baceo and rum are of excellent quality, The vom-
puany’s store selis Lo free traders and getllers the
seme 08 to its own employds, aud carrics on a very
extensive trade. Largo quantitios of ammunition
and tobaeco are annuully given out in preseuts to

|

Indians  trading  wilth  the company; and
m al fts deallngs  the most  scrupulons
honesty 18 matntutned, If an clmk or|

company for traaer were to cheat an Indian n
traftle he would be lmmediately suspended and per-
haps dismizsed from the service. This policy, in
affording the [ndlans biankets, (obacco and ammu-
nition, & inarket for thelr furs, 4 shelter o distress,
and honest dealing, withont any intertérence with
the Indians' lands and hunting grounds, has pre-
served peace during the whols vecapatlon of the

rubably the only sysicu by which
lnﬁll:mu can be harmoolously treated with by the
whites,

In estabilshing & basis of values among the
Indisns the fur company adopted the pecullar aystem
of nslng sikins a8 a sort of carrency, For axample, |
a peaver counted as one “skin,’” with a fixed valne
al the company’s trad ng posts, which, however, |
would e chunged from fume to thue aceording
89 the respective fur animals werg Scarce or |
plentiful, A red fox or marten counted the same
a4 6 beaver, but & olack fox counted as four
sking, whtle 1t would reguire two minks or ten muss-
rals Lo make A 8kin.  This principle was carried out
respecting all furs In the far north, but lhe price
paid was entirely irrespective of the lntrinsic vilue
of the fur, the company paying buat very lttle more
for the most lughly prized furs than for the most
common. ‘fotllustrate, the red fox, counted as one
gkin, brought from one to two aoliara in market,
while the binck fox, counted at only four ekins,
woulil sell gt (rom seventy-five to one hundred dol-
Inra in market, The reason lor this was thatif a
wide discrimination were observed In estimating the
vilue of turs with the Indians the rich furs would
be hunied in prefercnce 1o the cbeap ones and would
very soon be exwrminated, This rule, of con
applied only in remole districts, where the company
hiad no cempetition and could always conirol priced,
The Indians in Alaska have a regular beal currency,
with a generally recognized value among thelr
tribes, and the company iu trading with them pur.’
chases for o handiul of beads, coanngkperunpn L
penny, fuis worth many doliars m market, When
the Indisn fur bunters come in to the posts with
furs o great deal of fusd and etiquette 13 general
observed on both sldes. The lodiang are dauvbe
with paint and decked ont with feathers, and ap-
proach the post with all the diguity of chiefs comin
to make a treaty, Each Indinn receives a plece ol
tobacco A @ gur, aod, Qualy, ofter considerable
strutting around, duriug which no allusion whatever
18 made to trade, the Indians bring In the furs and
cummence business at the company’s store. A
greai many Inalans, true to the spendthrlt element
in all types of hamanity, waste thelrgatns on fancy
dress wind luxuries, and when wintér setd 1n are
gompelled to parl with gono and all other property
to support ilie, tnding themselves poverty-stricken
and helpless when the hunting season commences
in spring. Yo most of such the company always

1ves an outiit on credlt each season, trustiug to the

ndlans’ luck in trapplong for pay, and as the com-
any makes It own prices on everylhing there 13 very
ﬁum ever loat by the plan, Ram 18 not an article
of trafie awong tue Indians, it belng suld only in

any, except where opposillon teaders furnish

quor to the wibes. Here, of course, the company

must do the same or lose furs, Wines, brandy, &c.,

In small quantizies are also shipped oul for the com-

pany's offlcers and are supplied ot very low rates,
MUDES OF TRAVEL.

The firat peculiar means of conveyance met by
the waveller Lo the far region consigss of the Red
River carts, already briefly described w the HERALD,
but deserving of addivional notige in this connecs
tlon.  These gquaint vehicles are generally con-
giructed without a particle of fron being used
about them e soy  form, and a8  the
axies are nover greased their  squeaking
and seresching muke the roads travetled by them
hideous to the stranger. They are drawn by an ox
in shafts, whih rawhide harnesg, and carry about
pounds, One driver generally manages three or
four caris, and the expeditions between Red river
and the buifalo pleins and St. Paul, In Minnesota,
consist of from fAfteen to thirty carts, organized into
what are eailed brigades, Dried hides are used to
protect the loads from rain, and pothing can be
more pletaresgue than o distant view of one of these
brigade encampinenta  on the prairie, with s
comcal tants, red blankets and scattered groups
dressed 1n hal! lodian atdre,

From York Factory, on Hudson's Bay, and from
Fort Garry pecullarly consiruetea boats, called York
boats, go out each spring in brigades with supplies
for the norchern ports.  These, as before described
meet at Norway House, on the northern extremity of
Lake Winnipey, and receiving there the Iurs brought
from the nortlt return o the fall to their respective
stariing plices, 'I'ney ure about thirty feet long,
high and =harp st each end, and carry from s1x to
elgit tons,  Fght men are asslgned to cach boal ns
onremer, and who not only have to drag these heavy
coneerns around the many portages or rapids en-
countered ou the route, but also carry the cargoes
in 100 pound packs, by means ol 4 SrEp placed
across the forehead, supporing the pack on the
muan’s back. Halfureeds are generally employed for
tnis purpose, and become In this work splendid spe-
cimens of phy-ical development, A square sail 18
dited 1o the Loaks for ‘salling when the wind 18 fa-
vorable, and heavy slorms |n Lake Winnipeg are
somenmes ridden out in safery by these lung, nar-
row, desp erafl, when much more pretentious ves-
8¢ls would go W the boliom,

THE BIRCH CANOR

18 the favorite mode of conveyance, and is brought
to the highesat state of perfection here. A trip in
ona of the hght crafts exceeds In romauce (he 1most
fanciful sketeh of hunter iife.  In the days of the old
Northwest Company a cupoe erarted every year on
the 1st of April from the mouth of the Columbin
river, on the Pacife, arriving at Fort Willlam, on
Lake superior, on the 1t of July. Remaining there
until the 20th of that month, 1t Would take Is de-

arture for the west again, reaciung the Pacific b
he 20th of October, IFrom the Pacific to Monireal,
vin the Columbia river, the Saskatchewan, Lake
Winnipeg, Lake of the Woods, Lake Suverior, L.,
a4 canoe would travel in 100 days. The voyagurs
signify their master by the name of Hourgeois—a
term handed down from the days of the Freneh in |
the provinee of Canada, and pay him the greatest |
respeet. i the shores yre swumpy the Bourgeois s
carrled to Lis canoe on the hack of some
stardy fellow generally appointed for the purpose.
He seats himsell on & mattress somewhat low 1o the
centre of his canoe, his gun, L0LACCO, DIpe and tollet
articles by hiaside, and perhaps a i'ﬂ!orl.te spanicl
at his feet.  No sooner 18 he At ease than the Lght
paddies are dipped and the fragile cralt specus
through the currents with surprising neetness, while
yall upon yell {rom the half dozen paddlers express
their dellght at starting. 1r the current s favorable
a hundred miles will be'travelled by nightfall. The
crew spring ashore, & roaciug fire 18 Kindled, supper
18 served, and after a night of sweet repose, lulled by
the ripples among the reeds and lilies, at dawn the
voyagers are agaln up and away. Occaslonally the
men relax their stroker and Ught thelr pipes, but no

rooner does hesdway of clie canoc die away than
they rene thelr labora and their chorus,
8 particalar volce being ever selected to
lead thd song, and the men j.ummf.
with between thelr teeth, in the wild
refraln, The guule conductd the march. At the

hour of breakfast they put ashore on some green
plot. ‘The tea kettle is bolllng, a gay mat spread
on the turf, and breakrast iy despatched in twenty
minutes. At noon they put aground again, The
hquor can accompanies the provision chest, The fare
18 spread in simple style, and |n twenty minutes
piore the Yoyagers are again on their dashing way
until twilight checks thielr progress, When it 1a
practicable to mwke way In the dark, four ours is
the voyagers' ullowance of rest; and, at times, In
Bolgterous fakes and bold ehores, they keep, for
days and uight wgether, on the water. 'hiay
sing to keep ume o their paddies, to Keep of
drowamess and rnu?ua. ahd becauseé thelr buoy-
unt epirits cannot help it Through hardsnips
amd dangers wherever their  bourgeols leads
they will follow with alacrity and cheerminess—
over, mountaing and hilds,  carcying the canoe
on thelr shonlders, nlong valleys and plains, throngh
puthless forests and down foaming rapids. When
ahont 1o arrive il their destination they dress wiih
spectal care, put on thelr piumes and bead-worked
wdoraments, and ralse the chosen song. Greetings
such a2 only the long separnted oombers of the
trotherhood of trappers and voyagers Kuow are
neard on every Dumd, each addressing hia comrade
a4 brother, and vieing (o expressions of alection
and joy. The journey ended, the crew give them-
sgelves 1o indulgence and ease, and crowd a5 much
plegstre ad I8 attalnable Into ther biele! holiday,

the winding viver again,
DOG TRAINE,
Next in novelty of conveyanog ] I ,
genernl use fromt the northern territories ol the |
Umitsl States (o the Arctle Sea.  These tralus are
sommewhnt different from the Eaqulmaux tralns, the
dogs  being  harnessed n o single  fie,  whils
thuse of the latler are driven abreast, Four
dogs  constitute  a good team.  They are
of  no parbicnlar breed, all species ol good
stzed dogs beung used.  Most of the ©ain dogs
are halt wolf, and are as surly and vielous A sct
of rascais as ever existed, The dog sledge consisis
ol i thiek plank, about & feot wide and ten leet long,
wiih the forward end turned up Lke & skate. A
diessed sKin, resembling parchment fn appearance,
s attuched o Vs, very mach nge the upper ieather
ol a lneed shoe, and the travelier, plactng his robes
Luside, gets in, and Is wrapped up as ©gotly awnd mn
ubout the same manner as his fool would be in au
Engetlsh ghoe. The bhggage of the teavelier I8 placed
at hls back and the driver runs on snowshoes be-
mud., The frelght siedges conalst of only o ank

Is the dog train, in

m‘nmwu. On the journey the dogs are fed
y once o day, that being at night, when each
animal I8 given about two pounds of pemmican,
equal to foar pounds of fresh m The dog:
get no water, but eat snow as A 8ubs aud sleep

il night among the drifta withous any be
ing. sometimes the{l:ru unt untmruessed on o trip
in consequence of thefr Wability to ran away or
tuelr flerceness when being harnesscea up.  The
ariver carrios & small whip composed of & stick
ahout two feet long, with a very heavy rawhlia
thong of the same lenih, and several emall pleces of
tin attached to the apper end of the stick where the
lush is attacned, The driver always stops the traln
aud takes a dog ont of harness belore fogging bim

for misconduet, and when he does pumsh an sulmal | fving at full gallo

16 15 10 the aost oruel manner, beuting him over the
head in all oases. In dolog this the pleces of tin

| make g great Jingling, aud fsthe driver runs along

belind the sledge be bos only to call u shirking e
by name and rattle the tin to arouse the aoling
very suddenly. A long sirip of rawlide dr npon |

.
the shonts and sereams of the excited Indians rigd
ubove the roaring of the bulls, the bello lngd's ‘
mmummmmmuﬁe cal

T of % many huge

ether
#erne, ul from

ty and wasie of life, hut with

slonnl displays of wonderful brute strength

rage; while man, In his savage, untotored

heathien state, shows, both in deed and expression

how lttie he 18 B0perior to the noblo beasts he

th 181 the sledre, with which the |
I g . ' the staple article of fond on the plains, The meat 18

driver holds It back wocnever descending
inroa hollow., When tae traveiling 18 bad and the
dogs are nble to become disabled by the les on thia
crust, hittle mocoasing are put apon thelr (et Their

' thrashing gratn until 16 is finely pulverized,

average rate of speed, with a load of 100 pounds per |

dog, 18 forty miles far day; but in an émecgeney,
with good snOW, they can muke Heventy milvs
Journeys of many hundred miled are made with
pueh sladges In the dopth of winter, snd one havdly
kuows wiilch to admire most, the power and speei
of the dogs or the endarance of the drlver who runs
along behind. Very often at night, when severul
dog aledges are coupled together, the men sleeplog
in thelr robes and bignkets on we snow, soma okl
dog will rise up and et out o prolongad dismal howl,
Inslantly another jons in, aod i @ few moments
every dog will get up into a mmu¥

f not coecked,

unite 1o a choros of howling, which,
would soon muke & raving manise of the
traveler, No pen can  adequately desertbe 1.
Toe dogs are an artiele of traMe the same as horses
and sell at 1woin fve to twenty-fve dolars ijie

m he “wilingness” and bowtom of dogs as of
norses.
THE ANOW S1IIOEA

arp aiready so well known that they noed no elabo-
rate desoription,  Everybody in the Korthwest Tor-
ritory wears them In winter, and those pccustomel
to their use will innke journeys of hundreds of miles
with them, travelllog at from thirty to forty miles
per day. ‘e Norwegian snow shoe now being
troduced into Minnesots by the Seandinavian immi.
Erauts are very diuferent from the Ameriean snow
shoe and conaist of & thin strip of wood aboul tour
1nches wide and ten feet long, ‘Thig 18 turned up a
Intle in frout and has a piece of bog skin, with the
brisules attached, fastened to the under part of the

seemingly unwleldly rooners attached to his feet

position and |

|l eolor the pietoPe,

ine |

wantonly and eraelly destroya, )

The {ed Kiver hunter 1y legd wild in Ei‘
mouth full of b

nats, loading

15 Bgarce!
chase of the buffalo, and with his
lets he dushes In guong the anl
skins taken from ( qwli*l It"I : o&lelrim o A0lt~
5 dewd antmals " .
ened by rubblog them with Ihehrnl“n?o"rrgr . g
and when dry are packed, ten in o hale, the
RUIMEr Seasan the AXiid /1 comparatively worth-
are Killed as 1o

1 esd; but nmearly ad many bufaloes
winter to make

£

PEMMICAN

cut from the caronds io long steips, dried in mga aun.
and then pounded with falis Uke those for
It 18

o'

then put inro laree saoks, muade of the green bamal
nnde, nnd melted buimalo fat poured 1uto and stirea
up witlh the meat, uotil it becomes thoroughly
mixaed, This gots very hard when dry, and 4 eaten
raw or cooked in varions styles, Fine pemmican 18
made with constderabie atrention to cholce of meas
and eleanlipess, and the marrow of the bones 18
used instend of the taliow, No article of food con-
tains more nonrshiment in proportion to welght and
balk than penmican, wivd 0 man ¢in carry enough
of 1t to sugtain him oy march of & month. It 18
not very unplossant, even at first taste, to the fagtia-
fous, and a Lttle rongh ife on the plalns will very
00D give & man w déctled “hankering® for it
ROMANCE 0F TRAPPER LIFE.

In the rketeh thus harerledly given of the far

trader's oocupation amd curroundings only the most’

' I;muunenl. features of the subject cen be delmeated,
e

h

wecording LW quality, there belog as much diterence |

aving It to the imngliation of the reader to, il up
The branch of mereantile
pursnit which confines the trader to a restdence of o
sipies of Years wiuong suvages in the distant wiaa
of North Amertca, wuy sppear to some a8 a banish-
ment rather than an appolitment of cholee n search
of competency which i a variety of ways fortona
places miore or less wiliin our regen; yet of the pers
soug who have spent gny porllon ol their yeswrs in
thise reglons fow are kuown who do not look back

| with a mixture of fond remembrance and regres o

| earlous but independen’ habits w &1l the

the scenes through witleh they have passed, prefer-
ring the diMoalties and dangers of their for pré-

bonated
luxnries and resiraints of polished soclety. In the

| wilderness they spend a long, active and

thau the Red River muu will with his light Indian |

Buow shocs,

THE FUR ANIMALS,

to the pursult of which all this oullay, organtzatinn,
Intellect and endurance are devoted, consist ol
reindeer, muek ox, moose, ¢lk, bear; beaver, otter,

fox, wolf, wolverine, fiser, marten, ermine, musk- |
rab, &o., whose hablts are familiar to every reader |

of naiural bistory. ‘Yhe black fox skins are the most
vialuable, "These compose the imperisl robes ol
Russig, and sometimes bring as high as $150 a piece,
The rel fox skins go 1o Unina, they belng tle royal
tur of that empire. The ermine canght i this coun-
try 18 a small white weasel, different
the royal ecrmine of Great Brusin, and I
not & very valoable article. Fisher, marten and
minx are the most used for ladies' roves, aud are
collected In great numbers. Milllons of muskrit
skins are thrown into murket every year, and many
n lady pays a large sum to the fur dealers for o set
of rat furs which cost elght or ten cents a skin, and
which are made up 80 83 1o resemble the more
valuable furs.
bring from eight to ten cents u plece, mink trom
$2 50 to $5 B0, murten from $3 50 to $6, fsher frowm
$5 10 §$46, otter from $3to $4, and beaver from §1 60
to £2 -These, of course, are the prices pall by
traders to the hunters who bring the skins in from
the plains, The carefuily wsssorted marten skins
from the far north are worth from £7 to $16 a picce
in gold, and the same class of nunk from §3 to
§5 cach. The furs are packed im bales and
shipped 1In large assortmentd, the Huddon
Bay Compuny seuding all ita furs to Lon-
don, where 1t has two great auction sales
euch year. Hussian dealers pareliase more than any
others at these salea, and suppiy the Hussian and
Chinese demand. The United States are sapplied

principally by the independent fur traders, who |

Bllp their furs via St. Paul to New York. Long ex-
rlence is necessary to qualifly a man for a 1{00:1
udge of furs, and such individuals command high
positions tn I.ha service of the company. Furs are
assorted when frst packed at the trading posts,
again when shipped and in on thewr arrival in
London, the finest being selected from all lots, care.
fully matched and sold at very high prices,
THE BUFFALO,
now rupidly dlsappearing from the country, has
loug been an important ftem of the Hudson Bay
Company?s trade, and 18 suil hunted to a constdera-
bie extent. About forty thousand buifalo robes go
from Red Hiver Into the markels of the United
Stutes and Cannda every year, together with a much
larger quantity from the Missourl plains. None
of thegs robes go ahroad, but all are consumed in
the Untted States and Canada.  The buffalo hunting
Bedson commences in November, and lasts ali through
the winter, At this period of the year the skins are
coversd with thivk halr, snd are vastly saperior to
those taken in snummer. The hanters and Indians
attack the herds lu great numbers, slanghtering the
bumfaloes Ly thousands, liviog npon the best por-
tions of the meat, aod preserving only the skins,
winel, ufter being dressed, are packed In bales and
ghipped East, The favorite Indian method of burfalo
hunting 18 to drive the animals inio an lLimmense
enciosure of stukes and bushes planted on the
lains, and then shoot the frantic animals ab lelsare,
rrofesaor Hind, in his elaborats report of explora-
tlons In the Saskatchewan distriet, gives the follow-
tng graphic descripuion of the Indian hunt:—

e {;ausud through the camp to a place which
the chlef’s gon pomted out and there erected
our tents, ‘Tne women were s8tlll employed
in moving the camp, belng assisted n the
operation by large numners of dogs, each dog hav-
fng two poles harnessed to him, on which his iittle
1oad of meat, pemmican or camp furniture was loil.
After another smoke the cliel’s son asked me,
through the interpreter, 17 1 would itke to gee the old
bumalo pound, in which they had been entrapping
buMaloes durlng the past week.,  With a ready com-
phance I pecompanied the guide to a lttle valley
between sand hills, through o lane of branches of
trees, which are called ‘sdead men," to the gale or
trap of the pound. A slght most horrible und dis-
gusting broke upon us 48 we ascended a sand done
overhunging she littte dell in which the p 1 was

Here at Hed River muskrat skins

froin |
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| not luxury.

| rear of uhe sirip so as o prevent it from slipplog | Wle, thelr tables nre supplled with venison,
back. Tne Norweglan does not Iift them | wild  fowl and fish, and  summer sunshine
from the surince of the snow, but sides | blossoms and fruts  aud  winier cheer fill
them along ad he travels, and when  de- | 8 large measare of content and ‘happiness each
scending & hill he puls tuem o  the smwe  year, In the frequency of thewr vo the
use a8 the runners of uw elelgh and ghdes down at | diversity of landses, e lrings ample food Torcontems-
great speed.  He uses a pole Lo asslst bun in ascend- | plation and delight.  The Indisg ble discharge of
ing eminences, ad can travel faster with these | duties in the thronged fort or bustling csmp, domes-

tle endearmeni s, the making provision for the pass-
ing day, the sport of the gun and fshing tackle, with
current events nmong the tribes, furnisn une
Lounded varlery to banlsh unhappiness and ennul.
'The company 's chlel oMeers live in greas comfort, i€
They ramblié at vhelr pleas ¥

the merry dance or the pastime of soine
Eame. the morning ride and evening siroll on the
lossoming prafrie und down by the wiliow-fringed
river, and are everywhere treated with the utmost
deference and respect, They are the greéstest mem
in the land, and no desires remaln upgratided. TLe
buildings of the compnny are neat and commodions,

eavd class Lolng provided with separate abodes.
Even In rthe wildest district woman claims
and recelves her due share of attention

und regard., Her presence brightens the solisude of
maay & lonely post, and her tender hand relieves
wAny & pang of trouble and siekoess in the wilder-
ness.  Althongh descended from aboriginal mothers
many of the fewales at the different establishments
tiroughout ihe Indign country sare as falr as the
genernlity of pure whites, the mixturg of blood
heing 8o many degrees removed trom the Savage as
hardly to leave any trace, while thelr delicacy of
form, their light wad nimble movements and their
Lright, black, sparkling eyes render them objeots of
no ordinary Intersst and attraction. ‘I'hey make
considerable progress in culture and reflncinen
and sequire much of the ense and graceluloess
fashionable elreles,

The traders, {rom their constant intercourse with
Indians, make a (ree use of tobacco, mixing it as the
Indians do with a certaln herb Indigenous to the ln-
diun country. This, with rheir favorite bevarﬁ
sirong tes, consstltutes their chiel luxury, d
agreed  well with  thelr mode of life, But
whether it be ihe change of food,
habiis or climate as the cause, longeviiy 12 seldo)
Enown amoug them aflter returning to mvmuola
soclety: and very fow of the hundreds who have
retived from the trade during the last half century,
some WwWith compewncy and some with moderate
fortunes, have lved 1 enjoy their hard-earned
wealth,  Shut out for 30 mauy years from the busy
seened of lie, tue fur trader 13 unﬁfapared for the
wilea of designing persops, to whose devices he
eastly 1alls a preys; or perhaps he squanders hia
means so profusely as to soon reduce him to peoury.
Oon the osher hand, shonld be be provident and
saving, having spent most of his life in & on
where mouey 18 80 little used, and where he Jivea
aml roamed 8o long withont 1t, e becomes di d
with a conntry where nothing can be procured with-
out i, and where its Influence 1s ali-powerfl.  The
usages of reflned socicty have no charms for him, and
he go0n begins to pine and gigh for days gone by never
to return. He foresees tha! his weslth must be 1oty
to persons who had no trouble In acquiring it, and
who will be gonsequently less serupuloos in spend-
ing it, and his return to his eariy home soon
comes & sourte of bitter redectlon Instead of
of pleasure, In flne, whether the romaontic e of
the fur trader or the pecuniary prospects which
guch 8 eareer holds out to him are considered, 1t
Wwill be round from his own experience that the ad-
vantages to be derived from it are by no means an
adequate compensation for the hardships and pri-
vatlons he has to encountér and for the saeridce he
has made In renouncing so earty in life the comforta
and privileges of Lis native land,

CAN AMERICANS BUILD SHIPSP—IMPIRTANT CORRECTIONS.

[From the Wilmington, (Dei.) Commercial, Deo. 17.1
The ships that now command the ecommerca of the ceean
are of a cluss that have never been bullt la this country, and
in which, even with nil the materials fres of duty, our sh
‘:}1!!:::1 cannot compele with thoss of England.— Neio r»x

£r 5

Corrections of the above:—

First—Ships praclsely stmilar to those “that now
eommand the commeres of the ocean,” can be builg
in the shipyards of this city any day in the year. We
have every modern and Improved aellity lor the work
Moreover, hip2 of & tonnGRge very noarlr the aver-
age of the ocean steamers, have baen built here, and
though intended for coast trade they are entirely fig
Tor sea service,

Se d—Our shipbullders can compete with those

built,  Within a cireunlar fence, 120 feet broad, con-
structed of the trunks of trees, laced with willows
together, and braced by outallesupooris, lay tossed,
in every concelvable positlon, over two hundred
dewi bufaloes, From old bulls to calves of three
mouths old, animuls of ¢very age were huddied
tog ether in all the forced attitudes of violent death.
Some lay on their backs, with eyes starting from
their beads and tongues thrust out through clotted
gore. Others were impaled on the horns of the vid
strong bulls. Others again, which had been tossed,
were lying with broken backs two and three deep.
One little calf hung suspeaded on the horns of a bull
which uad impaled it in the wild race round and
round the pound. The Indians looked upon the
dreadful and sickening soene with evident deli ght,
and todd how sach and such & bull or cow had ex-
hibited wonderful feats of strengih in the deaih
struggle. The fesh of many of the cows had been
taken from them and was drying inthe sun on
slages near the tenl It 18 needless to that the
odor was ov L , ind millions of large blue
flesh flies, humming and buzzing over the putrefylng
bodies wus not the lenst :ll.sgnmn? part of the
spectacle, Ab my reguest the chiel’s son jumped
into the pound and wiih a small axe Knocked
off half & dozen pamr of horne which I wished
to preserve in memory of this terrible slwughter.
w“To-murrow,” sald Iy companion, ‘‘you Aee
us bring Iu tne b 0 to the new pound.”
After the first “run,” ten Adays before we arrived,
the Indians had driven about two hundred buffaio
into the enclosure, and were gilll urging on the
remainder of the herd, when one wary old bull,
espg‘mg a narow crevice which had not heen closed
by ihe robes of those on the ouside; whose duty It
was to conceal every orifice, made @ dash and
proke the fence; the whole Lody then ran helter
gkelter through the gap, and dispersing among the
the sand dunes escaped, with tho exception of
elght, who were speared or shol with arrows as they
passed in their mad career, 1o all 240 animals had
been killed In the pound, and 1t was s offensive
condition which led the reckiess and wasie-
ful savages Lo construct @ new one, This was
formned in B pretty dell, between  sand  hilis,
about  half a mile from the fArsr, and lead-
mg from It in twe diverging rows, 'The
bushes they deslgnate s “dead men," and which
sorve  to guude the Dbufale whem at ol
speed were arrangad.  The “«dead wen” extended a
distance of tfonr miles lnto the prarie, west of aud
beyoud the sand hills, They weie placed ahout
fity leel apart, and between the extremity of the
robes imigid be ik distance of from one and a hall
two miles,  When the skilled hunters are abonl to
bring in o herd of batialo from the prowie they

| direet the course of the gallop of the alitined ani-

wals by contederates stadloned in ollows or st
depressions, who, wnen the buffalo sppear inchoned
Lo take ndirection leading from the space markod

out oy the *dead men,” 8LOW WensLves for 4 ino- |
nent amd wave thelr robes, domediately niding | #

again,  This serves Lo turn the butaio slightly
anviber direction, and when whe anioals, haviong
arvived Desween the rows ol *“dead men,” vaneavor
W pass through them, ndinng, sutioned here and

there, go through tne same operation, and thus |

keep tue animals  within the narrowing  Hodts
of (he converging lines, At the enlranve
to  the pound there I8 @ strong  trouk
of & tree  puaeed avout  ope foot from  the
growmd, and on whe inner side an cXcavation i wade
sufficiently deep w prevent the butlalo front leaping
back when vnee In the pound, A8 s0OD as lhe
atimals huve taken the gl apeig  they begn Lo
gullop around and arond the ving fence looking fue
a chanee of ceeape; bul with the utmoest siledee wo-
mein and ehtldren on the ontside hold thele robes
before every oriflee undl the witole ierd 18 broaght
i, They then ellmb to the top of the fonce, woul
Wit the huaters, who have followed closely m the
reuar of the bualoes, spear or sinot with bows d
arrows or fircarms, at the bewildered animals,
rapudly becoming frantie with vage and tecror,

curved at the end, without any covering. Most of
the dog triuns bave little bells and beantiully bead-

within the narrow Hmits of the pound. A dreadlul
secue of confuslon and slanghter then begins; the

worked trapplogs, aud when fully vligged lorm very  oldest and stronsest aningys crush 1oe weaker, wud

of inglaod, when the duty on forelgn materials I8
remitted and a corresponding drawback allowed on
those of hume productton. We have the written

statement of the fivm who have bullt more iron vea-
Rels than any other In the United Stated that if Cons
gress should see 11t to give Lhis relief—

The shipowner will not have reason to eomplain that he
cannot have ships bullt equal to those of suy nation sod at
an reasonable pricen,

We qnole alao tha statement of another of the lron
shipbuliders of this ciy, who testiled belore the
Congressional Committee that

One thing s pretty eclear—that if Amerlean bullders can
obtaln their materiul at the same rates paid by the En
and Scoteh bullders they will be able to compele with them
in bullding ships.

Now, these two filrms, whose slatements we have
thus quoted, nnd who say, that with the legisiation
suggested our ahiphullders can compete with
ol England, have bullt more Iron ships than the
combined productions of all the other establishments
in the United States, For certain classes of work
they have sometimes been snccessful in ulnmnlﬂf
contracts, when in competition with fore gn bulld-
ers, and they Lave turned out work which will comns
11:11'3 ravgmul.\' with the best that FEurope has ever

roduced.

. Wiil thel New York HERALD and all other news-
papers which fell or profess an intere:t in the re-
stora-tion of our shipping mterests nots theae faciay

COURT CALENDARS —THIS DAY.

OYER AND TERMINER AND BUPREME COURT—
Cirout.—Part L—Before Judge Oardozo. No Cir-
cuit culendar. ;

SUrREME CoUnrr.—Part 2.—Before Judge Van
Brunt.—Nod, 1202, 1772, 9683, 1748, 2320, 4516, 1710,
1810, 56, 00, 1814, 1826, 102024, 46, 1752, 1840, 5854,
1568, 2624a, THL,

SUPREME COURT—RPECIAL TERM.—Held by Judge
Brady. Demurrers—Nos, 1, 10, 16, 18, 20, 20, Issnes
of law and fact—Nos, 146, 35, 16, 140, 32, 33, 18, 148,
149, 160, 162, 153, 154, 153, 160, 167, 158, 42, 6b, 65, 84,
46, 93, 0545, 108, 107, 112, 122, 30, 43, 32,

SUPREME  CoURr—UHAMBERR.—Held by Judge
Ingrahnin.  Opens at ten A, M, Culendar called ot
twelve M, Third Monday calendar,

SUPERIOR CorrT—Triat, TeErv.—Part 1.—Hefore

P dudge Freedman. —Nos, #ib, 143, 191, 1043, 245, 91

S0T, 57, 03, 471, 475, 445, a6l, 73, 171, 275, 363, 449
451, 447, 168, 157, 466, 457. Part 2.—Before Jad
Bpencer.—Nos. 206, 402, 603, 604, 902, 458, 568,
O00, 826, 120, 482, T8, 45, 572, 400, 512, 678, 270,
453, 414, GO0, 204, 380, 454, SH0, 418, B0, 442, 1172, 112,
sod, 492, 826, 620, 140, L10, 516, 342, 344, 4006, 402,
130 15 =470,

CoumoN PreEss—Part L—Before Judge J. P

Duly.—Nos. 270, 15, 103, 198, 169, 130, 460, 491, 241,
| 468545, 161, 405, 31, @0, 08, 200, 249, 566, 128, 800,
206, 87, G189, 201, 403, 408, 245, 103, 425, 403, 278,
i,

| MARINE  COURT=TRIAL TEH@M.—Part l.—Before
| Julge Gros,— L4, 402, 4515, 4044, 4607, 4602,
| 4GB, 4507, 4000, 4650, 4000, 4601, 4602, 4609, 4604, 4505,

| 4608, 408,
_MaRiNE COURT.—TFart \.—Before Judge Alker.—
| Nod, dbdn 4 A, 4080, 4477, 4508, 4500, 4607, 4650,
{ 1{:’:‘;. 4577, 4074, 4557, HOSS, 4530, 4590, 4501, 4504, 4005,
{ OYER AND TERMINER.—Before Judge Cardozo,—
Tiwe Peaple va, Michuel Kerrigan, Steplien Tarhune,
dohn lor, Williim  Rellly, Charles Jones Jonea
and Frederiek Lee, robbery; Joseph Murrav, John
B. Willlais wnd Jaines Thompson, burglary; Wil-
|l Egan aod Joha ¢, Cormick, felonious ussanls
i A bietterys donnJones, William Martin and George
donason, gramd iwreeny: John Q. Barnell, embezzies
went; Jane Qulgley, David D, Thomus, Aune Meran,
Rovert Stanley aud James Caw, larceny from the
PUrsom.

Thirty miles of the grade of the Green Bay and

| Lake Pepun Ballrowd, between Fort Howurd and
Wolf river, have been compleiod amdl “u“ﬂﬁ
The rosd bed 19 fonrteen feet 1o wilth—the w

v iy the Stutee




